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 The Washington City Council met in a special session on Tuesday, March 3, 2020 at 3:00pm at the 

Washington-Warren Airport Conference Room.  Present: Mac Hodges, Mayor; Donald Sadler, Mayor Pro 

tem; Richard Brooks, Councilmember; Virginia Finnerty, Councilmember; Betsy Kane, Councilmember and 

William Pitt, Councilmember.  Also present:  Jonathan Russell, City Manager and Cynthia S. Bennett, City 

Clerk. 

 

 Mayor Hodges called the meeting to order. 

 

 Jonathan Russell, City Manager provided an overview of the meeting and asked Council to complete 

the following “homework”. Council was asked to develop five short-term goals (goals to achieve in the next 

12 months) and two or three long-term goals (goals to achieve within the next 3-5 years) as well as funding 

priorities for the City.   Council will complete this and deliver their suggested goals to the Manager.  He also 

asked Council to think about future priority update meetings and the format they would like those meetings 

to be held.   

 

Adam Waters, Public Works Director, provided updates on stormwater management, ditch clearing, 

wastewater treatment plant capacity and street paving. 

 

Mike Dail, Community & Cultural Services Director, provided an overview of zoning and statutory 

requirements, pedestrian plan and the comprehensive plan.  He noted the zoning ordinance is required to be 

updated by early 2021 at an estimated cost of $40,000 - $60,000. 

 

Council discussed the status of the Public Information Officer position that was approved in the 

budget.  Council directed the City Manager to move forward with advertising for this position. 

 

 Matt Rauschenbach, Chief Financial Officer, provided an update on all funds as well as the 

streetscape project and police station funding information.  A kick-off meeting will be held on March 11th 

with the engineer/architect for the police station project.  

 

 *Councilmember Finnerty was excused from the meeting at this time.  

 

 Councilmember Pitt discussed the National League of Cities.  Councilmember Kane discussed the 

need for a neighborhood beautification program.  

 

Councilmember Pitt discussed reviewing the charter to amend the length of Council terms, from two 

years to four year staggered terms.  Mayor Pro tem Sadler suggested extending the terms to four-year, non-

staggered terms.  Staff will review and consult with the City Attorney on the necessary steps to achieve this.  

 

 Council reviewed a suggested list of goals that was submitted by the Brown Library Board of 

Trustees, it was determined the City Council subcommittee (Councilmember Kane, Councilmember Finnerty 

& City Manager Russell) will need to meet with the library subcommittee to discuss this information in more 

detail.  

 

 Councilmember Pitt suggested Council needs to meet twice per month.  Mayor Pro tem Sadler and 

Councilmember Kane suggested instead of two monthly meetings, have quarterly meetings similar to the one 

held today.  Mayor Hodges requested to leave the meetings at one per month and hold special meetings if the 

need arises. Council recommended holding quarterly or twice per year round table meetings like today and to 

hold those meetings at the Washington-Warren Field Conference Room.  

 

 Councilmember Brooks discussed possibly locating the License Plate Agency at the City Warehouse 

on Grimes Road instead of City Hall.  Mayor Pro tem Sadler noted he still feels it was a better idea to locate 

the facility at the Brown Street site instead of City Hall.   Councilmember Brooks noted the information 

Council received for the License Plate Agency wasn’t given to them early enough to review it properly, he 

felt Council was rushed to make a decision on the location of the LPA.  

 

 By motion of Councilmember Pitt, seconded by Councilmember Brooks, Council adjourned the 

meeting at 5:35pm until March 9, 2020 at 5:30pm in the Council Chambers at the Municipal Building. 

      

 

 

         _________________________  

         Cynthia S. Bennett, MMC  

         City Clerk 


